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be a nightmare, simply because it has been the most inspiring ex-
perience in a longish public life full of vivid experiences.   Here was
a group of many different elements, heterogeneous elements if you
will, ^th varying interests, characters, and predilections.   Human
nature is always human nature, and there were inevitable possi-
bilities, if not probabilities, that this little group of ours would fail to
stand the strain of the daily and hourly close association of our con-
finement over this long period.   I leave it to you, each of you, to
determine whether or not it has stood that strain.   My own impres-
sion is that no similar group in the same circumstances could ever
have stood the strain so well.   The community spirit, the desire to
share with the others what each could contribute, the co-operation
and mutual helpfulness, the abnegation of self in so preponderant
a number of cases, and, above all, the cheerfulness and humour that
have pervaded our group in its restricted life, restricted both in
space and activity, have given me a feeling of the deepest pride that
I shall retain as long as I live, just as I shall always retain a close
affection for you all.   The spirit that has pervaded this group and
that has resulted in this splendid co-operative atmosphere is funda-
mentally and intrinsically American.   It is one of the instinctive
traits that have made our country grfcat, the trait of community
spirit and mutual helpfulness.  And as we look back in future on this
experience, I believe we shall realize that far from being a period of
stagnation, each one of us has gained something, each one of us has
developed traits of character that may have needed development,
each one of us has perhaps grown a little in stature.   " And if I drink
oblivion of a day," wrote Meredith, " so shorten I the stature of my
soul."   There has been no oblivion during this period, but rather
work and care for the greatest good of the greatest number.   That is
the cause of my feeling of inspiration.   I venture to hope that you all
feel the same way about it, and that that same magnificent community
spirit will carry us all the way home, right up to our landing on the
soil of our beloved country.
Now we are going home to take whatever part we may find or be
called upon to take in the great effort of our country. Please share
my abundant faith, if you can, that that effort will not be in vain. We
shall need the courage of our faith, and we shall continually need,
in working with our fellow Americans at home, the same close co-
operative spirit of which we have learned something during these
months of our association here. " Faith, hope, and charity " is a
pretty solid basis for the guidance of mankind, but I have always felt,
and I feel it now more than ever, that a better connotation of the
essential intention of that scriptural phrase can be expressed by the
words " Faith, courage, and love." Those words give us a sound
bearing for our future navigation, for both faith and hope need to be
supported by courage if they are to be something more alive and
vibrant than a mere pious platitude, and for their application in
everyday life-H50 that our co-operative spirit shall be equally alive

